
Virginia Emergency Medicine Associates 
Department of Emergency Medicine at Inova Fair Oaks Hospital 

4094 Majestic Lane, Suite 298 

Fairfax, VA 22033 

 

March 31, 2010 

 

RE:  The role of pre-PA students in the VEMA Scribe Program 

 

Dear Admissions Director: 

 

The Virginia Emergency Medicine Associates (VEMA) Scribe Program is an intensive, one-year 

full-time commitment at the frontlines of medicine in the Emergency Department (ED).   

Medical scribe programs have been in existence throughout the US since 1995, and have served 

as an important building block for students interested in attending PA school.  

 

Scribes work more than 1600 clinical hours in the Emergency Department during the course of 

the year.  The program starts out with a rigorous 2-week training program on the essentials of 

patient histories, anatomy, medical terminology, order entry, documentation, discharge 

instructions, and Emergency Department flow.   

 

During each shift the scribe is paired with a single ED physician, and accompanies them to the 

bedside of each patient.  Scribes witness a breadth of clinical cases—from urgent care to the care 

of the critically ill.  The scribe facilitates physician documentation, order entry, and discharge 

instructions.   

 

In addition to charting, the medical scribe is constantly learning. Scribes are present during all 

procedures including, laceration repairs, joint reductions, conscious sedation, intubations, central 

line placements, and lumbar punctures.  The VEMA scribe program also includes a monthly 

didactic lecture series given by an attending physician.  

 

The VEMA scribe gets the rare opportunity to observe the patient-physician interaction, witness 

the medical decision making process, as well as learn and explore the field of medicine.  

 

We hope you will consider applying the VEMA scribe program toward the required 

clinical hours for your PA program. 

 

To learn more about the program, please visit:  http://erscribe.wordpress.com.  Please do not 

hesitate to contact me if I can provide any further information or be of any assistance. 

 

Sincerely, 
 

Raj Chand, MD 

Medical Director, VEMA Scribe Program 

scribeprogram@gmail.com 


